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The National Curriculum
The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure 

and information 
• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and 

knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language 

and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate 

and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 
• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 

presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.



Intent at Canon Popham

At Canon Popham C of E Primary Academy, English and the teaching of English is the foundation 
of our curriculum. It is our intention when teaching the English curriculum that our pupils acquire 
the necessary knowledge, skills and understanding to become lifelong learners and linguists. We 
strive to ensure that all our pupils receive a well-rounded learning experience when reading, 
writing, speaking and listening which will equip them with the fundamental tools to achieve in 
the academy and beyond. It is our intention to immerse pupils in the wonders of quality texts to 
instil a love for reading, a passion for discovery and a confidence to explore their imagination. We 
aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of reading 
widely and often. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride 
in their writing, can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of 
contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening and who 
can use discussion to communicate and further their learning. We believe that children need to 
develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which follows a clear pathway of progression as 
they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is 
crucial to a high quality education and will give our children the tools they need to participate 
fully as a member of society. Through our English curriculum they can indeed learn about 
themselves and to be their best so that pupils are well prepared academically, socially, personally, 
culturally and spiritually to take advantage of the best that life can offer as they develop into 
good citizens.



How is our curriculum taught?

Your children are taught various aspects of the English 
curriculum throughout the school week. This includes:

- A daily spelling session (10 minutes)

- A daily RVI session (10 minutes)

- A daily reading session (30 minutes)

- A daily English lesson (45-60minutes)

In addition to this, they are expected to read daily at home.



Spellings-HeadStart
• Each morning, the children do activities and 

play spelling games:



RVI- Robust vocabulary instruction
Children are taught new words in context to 
help them with the Big Read.
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We use Vipers in our daily reading 
sessions

• Monday- Vocabulary 

• Tuesday- Retrieval

• Wednesday- Inference

• Thursday- Summarise 

• Friday- Big Read/Unseen Read







Reading examples from SATS







How can you help?

• Read with your child daily and be overly 
enthusiastic!

• Visit the library/WHSmith/Waterstones to 
browse and reserve new releases

• You read the books too – they love reading 
what the adults read

• Ask lots of questions whilst reading – focus 
heavily on vocabulary and inference (what do 
you think and why?)



Handwriting at Canon Popham

For some it is purely an art form, and the neatness 
and accuracy of the presentation is the main focus. 

For others, it needs to be a functional tool which 
allows them to put ideas on paper, effortlessly and 

fast.

Handwriting is a means of communicating to 
others. It can be very personal, a part of our self-
image and an expression of our own personality. 

Handwriting might be some or all of these things.



Year 3- form and use all 4 basic handwriting joins

- Write legibly 

Year 4- as above and…

- Write with consistency in size

- Ensure that down strokes of letters are parallel and equal

- Ensure that writing is sufficiently spaced

Year 5- as above and…

- Write fluently with a joined style 

- Write at speed

- Choose when it is appropriate to join or print

Year 6- as above and…

- Write with increasing speed

- Choose the writing implement that is best suited for a task

Progression in Handwriting (KS2)



How can you help?

• Place importance on handwriting whenever children are 
writing- not just in their homework

• Encourage good posture when they are writing 

• Ensure they are using a sharp pencil or suitable pen

• Most importantly, praise and promote- it will not change 
overnight! 



English Lessons

Our English lessons at Canon Popham focus on a variety of texts 
and genres from fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo#action=share

An example of a 
film used to inspire 
writing:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo#action=share


What should they have achieved by the end of 
KS2?



How can you help?

• Encourage the use of high level vocabulary and up-
levelling sentence work during homework tasks

• Do some short writing pieces linked to the book they 
are reading

• Ask about WOW word walls in school – have they 
added any new words today?

• Write in diaries any interesting words which could be 
used in class – where appropriate, these can be 
discussed!



Finally…

• As always, we have an open door policy at 
school – please let us know if you have any 
queries or concerns


