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Art and Design 2014 National Curriculum 
 
Purpose of study 
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge 
pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they 
should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and 
shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 
 
Aims 
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

• know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 
 

In each year group, the children will be taught (Disciplinary Knowledge): 
 

• Drawing 

• Painting 

• Printing (in one year group of each Phase) 

• 3D Design – Sculpture  

• Collage (in the other year group of each Phase) 
 
For example, in KS1, Year 1 would cover Drawing, Painting, Printing and Sculpture, whereas Year 2 would cover Drawing, Painting, Sculpture and Collage.   
 
The following progression grids outline the knowledge, skills and vocabulary to be taught across each phase, along with a sequence of artists pupils will 
study. There are two artists, one for each year group in the drawing and painting/printing units, and one for each unit of sculpture and collage/textiles, which 
should be allocated by Key Stage staff, one to each year group within that Key Stage. 
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For each focus artist, pupils are expected to learn (Substantive knowledge):  
 

• Their name  

• The time period in which they lived  

• The reasons their art is being studied  

• Their styles, their techniques and the subjects of their work  

• Important elements of their biographies which influenced their works 
 
NB – the specific artist/s mentioned in each year group are suggestions only.  If a similar, but more relevant (e.g. linked to current topic) artist can be 
studied, this is acceptable.  Please update the Art Curriculum Leader with your change of artist. 
 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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• Recognise and name 
primary colours.  

• Recognise and name 
different mark making 
tools.  

 

• Recognise and name 
all colours. 

• Begin to identify 
different forms of art. 

• Begin to study the work 
of a range of great 
artists, craft makers 
and designers.  

• Begin to be able to use 
art vocabulary to 
evaluate and analyse 
creative works.  
 

• Begin to recognise and 
name primary and 
secondary colours. 

• Identify and name 
different forms of art. 

• Study the work of a 
range of great artists, 
craft makers and 
designers.  

• Use art vocabulary to 
evaluate and analyse 
creative works.  
 

• Know how to create 
other colours from 
primary colours.  

• Identify the different 
forms art takes: books, 
pictures, wallpaper, 
fabrics, etc.  

• Study the work of a 
range of great artists, 
craft makers and 
designers.  

• Use art vocabulary to 
evaluate and analyse 
creative works 

• To begin to know about 
warm and cold colours. 

• Identify the different 
forms art takes: books, 
pictures, wallpaper, 
fabrics, etc.  

• Study the work of a 
range of great artists, 
craft makers and 
designers. 

• Use art vocabulary to 
evaluate and analyse 
creative works 

• To confidently know 
which are warm and 
cold colours.  

• Identify the different 
forms art takes: books, 
pictures, wallpaper, 
fabrics, etc.  

• Study the work of a 
range of great artists, 
craft makers and 
designers.  

• Use art vocabulary to 
evaluate and analyse 
creative works. 

• Recognise the art of 
key artists and begin to 
place them in key 
movements or historical 
events. 
 

• Identify the different 
forms art takes: books, 
pictures, wallpaper, 
fabrics, etc.  

• Study the work of a 
range of great artists, 
craft makers and 
designers.  

• Use art vocabulary to 
evaluate and analyse 
creative works 
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• Develop own ideas 
through experimentation 
with diverse materials to 
express and 
communicate their 
discoveries and 
understanding.  

• Respond imaginatively 
to artworks and objects.  

• Ask and answer 
questions about 
starting points for their 
work.  

• Record and explore 
ideas from first hand 
observations in a 
sketchbook.  

• Develop and share 
their ideas, try things 
out and make changes.  

• Think critically about 
their art and design 
work.  

• Can comment of the 
similarities and 
differences in the work 
of others. 

• Use key vocabulary to 
demonstrate 
knowledge and discuss 
own ideas. 

• Use both their own 
ideas and the ideas of 
others as staring points 
to create their own 
work. 

• Explore their own ideas 
and collect information 
in sketchbooks. 

• Can suggest ways of 
improving their own 
work after discussion 
with the teacher.  

• Describe the 
differences and 
similarities between 
different practices and 
disciplines, and making 
links to their own work.  

• Use key vocabulary to 
demonstrate 
knowledge and discuss 
own ideas. 

 

• Use sketchbooks to 
record observations 
and begin to annotate 
ideas. 

• Explore ideas from first 
hand observations and 
record in sketchbooks.  

• Question and make 
thoughtful observations 
about starting points 
and select ideas for 
use in their work.   

• Think critically about 
their art and design 
work. 

• Can comment of the 
similarities and 
differences in the work 
of others. 

• Use key vocabulary 
with proficiency to 
demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding and 
discuss own ideas. 

• Create sketch books to 
record their observations 
and use them to review 
and revisit ideas.  

• Record and explore 
ideas from first hand 
observations, 
experience and 
imagination and ideas 
for different purposes. 

• Use given feedback to 
begin to improve, adapt 
and refine outcomes and 
ideas.  

• Can comment of the 
similarities and 
differences in the work 
of others. 

• Use key vocabulary with 
proficiency to 
demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding and 
discuss own ideas 

• Create sketch books to 
record their 
observations and use to 
review and revisit ideas.  

• Record and explore 
ideas from first hand 
observations, 
experience and 
imagination and ideas 
for different purposes.  

• Question and make 
thoughtful observations 
about starting points 
and select ideas for use 
in their work, recording 
and annotating in 
sketchbooks.  

• Think critically about 
their art and design 
work. 

• Use given feedback to 
begin to improve, adapt 
and refine outcomes and 
ideas. 

• Use key vocabulary with 
proficiency to 
demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding and 
discuss own ideas. 

 

• Create sketch books to 
record their 
observations and use to 
review and revisit ideas.  

• Record and explore 
ideas from first hand 
observations, 
experience and 
imagination and ideas 
for different purposes.  

• Question and make 
thoughtful observations 
about starting points 
and select ideas for use 
in their work, recording 
and annotating in 
sketchbooks.  

• Think critically about 
their art and design 
work. 

• Use given feedback to 
begin to improve, adapt 
and refine outcomes 
and ideas. 

• Use key vocabulary with 
proficiency to 
demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding and 
discuss own ideas. 
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Drawing- Disciplinary Knowledge 
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Keith Haring 
 

   
 

Alex Scheffler 
 

   
 

Stephen Wiltshire 
 

    

Louise Bourgeois 
 

    

Leonardo Da Vinci 
 

   

David Lozeau 
 

    

Ben Kwok 
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• Use a range of tools 
competently and safely.  

• Experiment to create 
different textures. 

• Encourage accurate 
drawings of people. 

• Create representations 
of both imaginary and 
real-life ideas, events, 
people and objects.  

• Use drawings to tell a 
story 

• Investigate different 
lines 

• Use pencil, charcoal, 
chalk, pastels 

• Use line and marks 
for texture and pattern 

• Begin to control lines 
(colour inside lines) 

• Draw lines of different 
sizes and thickness. 

• Begin to control the 
types marks made with 
the range of media. 

• Draw on different 
surfaces with a range of 
media.  

• Begin to investigate 
tone by drawing 
light/dark lines, patterns 
and shapes using a 
pencil. 

• Name, match and draw 
lines/marks from 
observations.  

• Begin to investigate 
textures and produce an 
expanding range of 
patterns. 

• Develop intricate 
patterns/ marks with a 
variety of media.  

• Demonstrate experience 
in different grades of 
pencil and other 
implements to draw 
different forms and 
shapes.  

• Begin to show an 
awareness of objects 
having a third dimension 
and perspective.  

• Create textures and 
patterns with a wide 
range of drawing 
implements 

• Develop techniques to 
create intricate patterns 
using different grades 
of pencil and other 
implement and media to 
create lines, marks and 
develop tone. 

• Understanding why 
they best suit. 

• Draw for a sustained 
period of time at an 
appropriate level.  

• Have opportunities to 
develop further 
drawings featuring the 
third dimension and 
perspective. 

• Work in a sustained and 
independent way to 
create a detailed 
drawing. 

• Develop a key element 
of their work: line, tone, 
pattern, texture.  

• Use different techniques 
for different purposes 
i.e. shading, hatching 
within their own work. 

• Develop further simple 
perspective in using a 
single focal point and 
horizon. 

• Begin to develop an 
awareness of 
composition, scale and 
proportion in their 
paintings.  

• Use drawing techniques 
to work from a variety of 
sources including 
observation, 
photographs and digital 
images. 

• Develop close 
observation skills using 
a variety of view finders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Draw for a sustained 
period of time over a 
number of sessions 
working on one piece.  

• Develop their own style 
of drawing through: 
line, tone, pattern, 
texture.  

• Use different 
techniques for different 
purposes i.e. shading, 
hatching within their 
own work, 
understanding which 
works well in their work 
and why.  

• Develop their own style 
using tonal contrast and 
mixed media.  

• Have opportunities to 
develop further simple 
perspective in their 
work using a single 
focal point and horizon. 

•  Develop an awareness 
of composition, scale 
and proportion in their 
paintings. 



Canon Popham C of E Primary Academy 

Art Disciplinary and Substantive Knowledge Progression     

     

 

Painting- Disciplinary Knowledge 
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Walt Disney 
 

    

Wassily Kandinsky 
 

    
 

Claude Monet 
 

   

Romero Britto 
 

    

Edvard Munch 
 

    

Frida Khalo 
 

    

Henri Matisse 
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• Enjoy using a variety of 
tools including different 
size/ size brushes and 
tools i.e. sponge 
brushes, fingers, twigs.  

• Experiment to create 
different textures. 

• Explore, use and refine 
colour mixing techniques. 

• Use colour for purpose, 
including creating mood.  

• Explore with a variety of 
media; different brush 
sizes and tools.  

• Explore lightening and 
darkening paint without 
the use of black or white.  

• Begin to control the 
types of marks made 
with the range of media.  

• Paint on different 
surfaces with a range of 
media.  

• Start to mix a range of 
secondary colours, 
moving towards 
predicting resulting 
colours. 

• Begin to control the 
types of marks made 
with a range of painting 
techniques e.g. 
layering, mixing media, 
and adding texture.  

• Continue to experiment 
in lighten and darken 
without the use of black 
or white.  

• Begin to mix colour 
shades and tones.  

• Continue to control the 
types of marks made 
with the range of media.  

• Use a brush to produce 
marks appropriate to 
work. E.g. small brush 
for small marks. 
 

• Demonstrate increasing 
control the types of 
marks made and 
experiment with different 
effects and textures inc. 
blocking in colour, 
washes, thickened paint 
creating textural effects.  

• Use light and dark within 
painting and begin to 
explore complimentary 
colours.  

• Mix colour, shades and 
tones with increasing 
confidence.  

• Confidently create 
different effects and 
textures with paint 
according to what they 
need for the task. 
 

• Confidently control 
types of marks made 
and experiment with 
different effects and 
textures inc. blocking in 
colour, washes, 
thickened paint 
creating textural 
effects.  

• Start to develop a 
painting from a 
drawing.    

• Begin to choose 
appropriate media to 
work with.  

• Use light and dark 
within painting and 
show understanding of 
complimentary colours. 

• Mix colour, shades and 
tones with increasing 
confidence.  

• Start to look at working 
in the style of a 
selected artist (not 
copying). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Confidently control 
types of marks made 
and experiment with 
different effects and 
textures. 

• Mix and match colours 
to create atmosphere 
and light effects. 

• Mix colour, shades and 
tones with confidence 
building on previous 
knowledge.   

• Start to develop their 
own style using tonal 
contrast and mixed 
media.  
 

• Work in a sustained 
and independent way 
to develop their own 
style of painting. This 
style may be through 
the development of: 
colour, tone and shade.   

• Purposely control the 
types of marks made 
and experiment with 
different effects and 
textures inc. blocking in 
colour, washes, 
thickened paint 
creating textural 
effects.  

• Mix colour, shades and 
tones with confidence 
building on previous 
knowledge.  
Understanding which 
works well in their work 
and why.  
 

Sculpture- Disciplinary Knowledge 
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Andy Goldsworthy 
 

   
 

Joan Miro 
 

    

Barbara Hepwroth 
 

    

Anthony Gormley 
 

     

Fernand Leger 
 

    

Rachel Harrison 
 

    

Constantin Brancusi 
 

    



Canon Popham C of E Primary Academy 

Art Disciplinary and Substantive Knowledge Progression     

     

 

S
k
ill

s
 

• Explore different 
materials freely, in order 
to develop ideas. 

• Use tools to create 
different textures.  

• Use a range of 
materials to create 
texture.  

• Manipulate materials to 
have a planned effect.  

• Experiment in a variety 
of malleable media such 
as clay, papier Mache, 
Salt dough, modroc.  

• Shape and model 
materials for a purpose, 
e.g. pot, tile from 
observation and 
imagination.   

• Continue to manipulate 
malleable materials in a 
variety of ways including 
rolling, pinching and 
kneading.  

• Impress and apply 
simple decoration 
techniques:  

• Use tools and equipment 
safely and in the correct 
way. 
 

• Use equipment and 
media with increasing 
confidence.  

• Shape, form, construct 
and model from 
observation and 
imagination.  

• Demonstrate 
experience in surface 
patterns/ textures and 
use them when 
appropriate.  
 

• Use equipment and 
media with confidence.  

• Join two parts 
successfully.  

• Construct a simple base 
for extending and 
modelling other shapes.  

• Produce more intricate 
surface patterns/ 
textures and use them 
when appropriate.  

• Produce larger ware 
using pinch/ slab/ coil 
techniques.  
 

• Work in a safe 
organized way, caring 
for equipment.  Secure 
work to continue at a 
later date.    

• Make a slip to join to 
pieces of clay.  

• Model over an armature: 
newspaper frame for 
modroc.  

• Use recycled, natural 
and man‐made 
materials to create 
sculptures 

• Adapt work as and when 
necessary and explain 
why.  

• Use language 
appropriate to skill and 
technique.  

• Demonstrate awareness 
in environmental 
sculpture and found 
object art.  

• Show awareness of the 
effect of time upon 
sculptures. 

• Work in a safe 
organized way, caring 
for equipment.  Secure 
work to continue at a 
later date.    

• Show experience in 
combining pinch, 
slabbing and coiling to 
produce end pieces.  

• Develop understanding 
of different ways of 
finishing work: glaze, 
paint, polish  

• Gain experience in 
model ling over an 
armature: newspaper 
frame for modroc.  

• Use recycled, natural 
and manmade materials 
to create sculptures, 
confidently and 
successfully joining.  

• Adapt work as and when 
necessary and explain 
why.  

• Use language 
appropriate to skill and 
technique 

• Compare the style of 
different styles and 
approaches: Moore, 
Aztec 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Work in a safe 
organized way, caring 
for equipment.  Secure 
work to continue at a 
later date.    

• Model and develop work 
through a combination 
of pinch, slab, and coil.  

• Work around armatures 
or over constructed 
foundations.  

• Demonstrate experience 
in the understanding of 
different ways of 
finishing work: glaze, 
paint, polish.  

• Demonstrate experience 
in relief and freestanding 
work using a range of 
media.  

• Recognise sculptural 
forms in the 
environment: Furniture, 
buildings.  

• Solve problems as they 
occur. 

Printing- Disciplinary Knowledge 
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William Morris 
 

    

Pablo Picasso 
 

    

Andy Warhol 
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• Talk about colour, 
texture and shape 

• Uses a source e.g. a 
picture in a story or an 
artist’s work, as a 
stimulus for their own 
work 

• Can use a simple paint 
program to produce a 
picture 

• Print with a range of hard and soft materials, such as 
corks, sponge, fruit and vegetables. 

• Take simple prints, i.e. mono-printing. 

• Experiment with overprinting motifs and colour. 

• Create printing blocks using relief or impressed 
method. 

• Develop print techniques i.e. mono-printing, block 
printing, relief or impressed method. 

• Create repeating patterns 

• Print with two colour overlays. 

• Create printing blocks using sketchbook ideas. 

• Develop techniques i.e. mono-printing, block printing, 
relief or impressed method. 

• Experiment with overprinting motifs and colours. 

Collage- Disciplinary Knowledge 
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David Hockney 
    

   

Eric Carle 
 

   

Eileen Agar 
 

   

Ben Lewis Giles 
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• Collect a variety of 
materials to create a 
temporary collage 

• Begin to arrange 
materials in symmetrical 
and/or aesthetically 

• pleasing fashion 

• Experiment combining 
different materials 

 

• Arrange and glue materials to different backgrounds.  

• Fold, crumple, tear and overlap papers. 

• Experiment with a range of collage techniques such 
as tearing, overlapping and layering to create images 
and represent textures. 

• Use collage as a means of collecting ideas and 
information and building up a visual vocabulary 

• Use a range of media to create collages.  

• Use different techniques, colours and textures when 
designing and making pieces of work.  

• Use collage as a means of extending work from initial 
ideas. 
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Colour, Line, Shape, 
Texture, Pattern, Collage, 
Lighter, Darker, Print, 
Kneed, Stretch, Fold, Join, 
Bend 

Colour, Line, Shape, 
Texture, Pattern, 
Collage, Lighter, Darker, 
Print, Kneed, Stretch, 
Fold, Join, Bend, Sketch, 
Medium/Media, Palette, 
Pastels, Sculpture, 
Watercolour, Technique, 
Natural, Man-made, 
Recycled 

Colour, Line, Shape, 
Texture, Pattern, 
Collage, Lighter, Darker, 
Print, Kneed, Stretch, 
Fold, Join, Bend, Sketch, 
Medium/Media, Palette, 
Pastels, Sculpture, 
Watercolour, Technique, 
Natural, Man-made, 
Recycled, Tone, Portrait, 
Foreground, Background, 
Form, Landscape, Mono-
printing 

Colour, Line, Shape, 
Texture, Pattern, 
Collage, Lighter, Darker, 
Print, Kneed, Stretch, 
Fold, Join, Bend,  
Sketch, Medium/Media, 
Palette, Pastels, 
Sculpture, Watercolour,  
Tone, Portrait, 
Foreground, 
Background, Form, 
Landscape,Mono-
printing, Composition, 
Abstract, Self Portrait, Still 
Life,  

Colour, Line, Shape, 
Texture, Pattern, 
Collage, Lighter, Darker, 
Print, Kneed, Stretch, 
Fold, Join, Bend,  
Sketch, Medium/Media, 
Palette, Pastels, 
Sculpture, Watercolour,  
Tone, Portrait, 
Foreground, 
Background, Form, 
Landscape, 
Composition, Abstract, 
Self Portrait, Still Life, 
Proportion, Perspective, 
Relief, Impressed 

Colour, Line, Shape, 
Texture, Pattern, 
Collage, Lighter, Darker, 
Print, Kneed, Stretch, 
Fold, Join, Bend, Sketch, 
Medium/Media, Palette, 
Pastels, Sculpture, 
Watercolour,  
Tone, Portrait, 
Foreground, 
Background, Form, 
Landscape, 
Composition, Abstract, 
Self Portrait, Still Life, 
Proportion, Perspective, 
Relief, Impressed 

Colour, Line, Shape, 
Texture, Pattern, 
Collage, Lighter, Darker, 
Print, Kneed, Stretch, 
Fold, Join, Bend, Sketch, 
Medium/Media, Palette, 
Pastels, Sculpture, 
Watercolour,  
Tone, Portrait, 
Foreground, 
Background, Form, 
Landscape, 
Composition, Abstract, 
Self Portrait, Still Life, 
Proportion, Perspective, 
Relief, Impressed 
 

 


