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Friday 19th June 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you are all staying safe and well. I am writing to you to keep you up to date with information 
and developments at Canon Popham. 
 
This week we have been able to welcome back the Y1 and Reception children whose parents elected 
for them to return.  These year groups were welcomed back first, in line with the government 
guidance, published at the time of planning for this. We have been delighted with the way they have 
settled back into school so quickly and coped with the changes. They deserve a huge WELL DONE!  
 
Because we have had slightly lower numbers return to Y1 than we expected, from Monday 22nd June 
this will enable us to combine the two Y1 groups into 1 group, in their own Y1 classroom with their 
usual Year 1 staff. We are, of course continuing to maintain the appropriate safety guidelines and 
social distancing.  This has resulted in us being able to contact Year 5 parents and from Monday we 
will be welcoming a small number of Y5 children whose parents wish them to return as well.  
 
Our Year 6 children have not been forgotten. We will be welcoming them back in the last week of 
term, in small groups to support their transition and to help them to complete their time in Canon 
Popham in the right way.  This plan had already been put in place and the Y6 parents had been 
contacted regarding this, along with the Reception class parents, whose children will need to finish 
their term early in order to facilitate this before we were aware of the changes to the Y1 group. 
 
We have worked hard as a school team to be flexible to changing circumstances and changes in 
parent’s requirements.  By the time we reach the end of the Summer term on 17th July we will have 
been able to provide emergency provision for almost 50 children, as well as some face to face time 
for Reception, Year 1, Year 5 and Y6 children whose parents wanted this to happen. We have also 
continued to run the home schooling weekly learning and class e mail system.  I would like to thank 
the staff, parents and children who have all come together, even though we are apart to ensure that 
our children continue to develop and thrive.   I would also like to ask that any Key Worker parents 
ensure that their requests for placement for the next week are with the school office no later than 
the Thursday of the week before. 
 
I am aware that over the last week or so, the Prime Minister has made several comments regarding 
school ‘catch up’ plans. A number of parents have also asked what school will be like in September 
and what our plans are for this.  As I write this letter, schools have still not received any information 
from the Department for Education regarding guidance for September.  I understand, and share your 
concern that we are getting close to the end of the summer term and as yet, we have not been able 
to finalise detailed planning, because we are waiting for this information.  Much will depend on the 
safety guidance and levels of social distancing required. Please be assured that as soon as we have 
the information, and have been able to finalise the plans, we will let parents know as quickly as we 
can.  
 
As with all schools, we are well aware that some children will have missed over a terms worth of 
face to face teaching with their teacher in school. We understand therefore, that a level of catch up 
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will be required. However, I would like to assure you that the leadership team and the teaching staff 
have already been looking at the gaps in teaching and learning that each year group of children are 
likely to have and are planning for the first part of the Autumn term to be focused on supporting 
children to return to school effectively and to address any mental health and well-being issues, as 
well as focusing on catch up teaching. We are determined  to do our very best to ensure that our  
children will not suffer from any long term impact as a result of this very difficult time for us all. We 
continue to wait for further guidance from the government about any additional catch up support 
that they may wish schools to undertake and will respond to this as once we have it.  
 
We know that during this time parents may be concerned about the social and emotional impact on 
their child that can result from such an extended period with limited interactions with others. This 
can result in changes in behaviour and levels of anxiety. If you feel that this applies to your child, 
please look at the appropriate section of our website (in the pupils section under pupil well-being) 
which contains lots of helpful advice and resources that you can use together. Alternatively, please 
feel welcome to give us a call or drop us an e mail. We can offer advice and guidance, signpost you 
to other help, should this be needed and speak to your child directly by phone if you need us to.  We 
are here to help and you don’t have to cope alone!  
 
One again, many thanks to parents for your continued support - helping children work from home, 
responding promptly when contacted , following our safety guidelines if your child is attending 
school and doing your best to ensure that everyone stays safe, well and happy.  
 
Take care everyone 
 
Mrs Navas 


