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Friday 15th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly I’d like to say a big thank you to all those parents and carers who have sent some really lovely 
messages to school over the last week. We are doing our best to navigate our way through a very 
difficult time and hearing from some of you that the things we are doing are helpful to you is helping 
us to keep going!  
 
I hope you have all managed to see our school video message- a little surprise from us to you and 
your children so that you all know we are thinking of every one of you and missing you all.  If you 
haven’t yet seen it, have a look on our website or on the parent voice page. We hope you enjoy it!  
 
Thank you to everyone who has replied to the Survey Monkey survey regarding whether you will be 
sending your children back to school in the summer term, should the government decide that the 
plan for schools starting to reopen on June 1st is safe to go ahead with.  In the first 24 hours of the 
survey being open we had responses from 70% of our families. There have been a few questions 
regarding this, which I will do my best to answer now.  
 
What will the school day be like for those in the year groups able to attend? What learning will 
take place?  
 
At the moment we are very busy risk assessing and planning for the potential reopening. School 
learning will not be normal. We are aiming to ensure that children will be able to access some 
English and Maths learning each day and some other curriculum learning where possible within the 
restrictions required, but we will be unable to provide the usual high standards of broad and 
balanced curriculum that we would normally deliver. Wherever possible, we will be expecting 
children to be seated at their own ‘workstation’ type desk, placed at an appropriate distance from 
the other children in the class group. There will be a maximum of 15 children in a class, as per 
guidance and therefore we are not able to guarantee that children will be in their own classroom, 
with their own friends and teacher. This is because it will require at least 2 classrooms to be used for 
a single year group ( 30 children in a year group, split into 2 separate groups of 15.)  Each classroom 
group will be treated as an individual unit and will not be able to mix with other staff or children in 
the other classrooms, even if those children are in the same year group. This is to help to reduce the 
risk of infection.  
Children will be given a shorter break and lunchtimes, with the children in their own group only, as 
we are not able to allow the children to play together in a normal way, because of the social 
distancing that we will do or best to reinforce.  
We will, of course do our very best to welcome the children and support them as much as possible 
within the safety guidance we have to follow. We will send out more detailed information closer to 
June 1st. I am sure that you will appreciate, at the moment there is a huge amount of work 
happening behind the scenes to plan and develop this.  
 
Will the hours of the school day be normal? 
 
Because of the numbers of children in school and the need for extensive additional cleaning, 
including daily cleaning of any equipment used and all ‘touch points’ ( of which there are very many 
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with children) it is highly likely that school will operate at reduced hours in order to create time for 
the staff to do additional daily cleaning and also to allow time for teaching staff to prepare for BOTH 
the teaching and learning taking place in school and the remote learning offer for all those at home.  
 
Will children at home, regardless of their year group continue to get the home learning package 
that has been happening up to now? 
 
Yes- we will be teaching children who are accessing school every day and in addition providing for 
the home learning in the way we have been doing up to now.  
 
Will school be offering breakfast club to those who are attending? 
 
No- we are unable to offer this provision because of the additional cleaning requirements and 
staffing requirements that this will take, which may represent additional risk at the moment that we 
are unable to manage along with the complexities of the rest of the daily offer.  
 
What will happen at drop off and pick up times? 
 
We will be looking to have different entrance points for different groups and staggered start times 
and home times for every group in order to keep contact to a minimum. Parents and pupils will be 
required to respect social distancing at all times ( as you would when waiting to enter a supermarket 
or shop) and parents will be asked to exit the premises as quickly as possible making sure that you 
don’t congregate for a ‘chat’ either on the school premises or on the pavement outside of school. 
We will also ask that parents closely monitor their child at these times to ensure that they aren’t 
hugging their friends and are respecting distancing rules as much as possible, for everyone’s safety.  
 
Is school going to be risk free? 
 
We are working hard to do all we can to reduce the risks.  However, this requires some quite 
dramatic changes, so school will not be what your children are used to. As I stated in my previous 
letter, we will not be able to maintain social distancing all the time with such young children and 
therefore I have to be honest and say to you that this will not be risk free. However, the government 
have instructed schools to work towards the reopening of schools from 1st June and therefore we 
are doing our very best to respond to this. Some of our parents have asked if the school can make 
the decision not to open, on their behalf. We are unable to do this, as it is a personal decision for 
every family to take. At the point of writing parents were responding with 50% wanting to have their 
children back at school and 50% saying they felt it was not yet appropriate to reopen schools at all. 
Please be assured that if you decide not to send your child back  to school they will not have their 
attendance tracked for  the summer term and there will be no fines for non- attendance given the 
very exceptional circumstances currently.  
 
What about transition for my Year 6 child? 
 
We have been in contact with Hungerhill. Due to the present circumstances they have informed us 
that the 3 days of transition visits are no longer able to go ahead. This is because it would not be 
safe to bring together children from across a wide area and the most important consideration is that 
any transition needs to be safe. They are instead looking at developing a package of activities around 



CANON POPHAM CofE PRIMARY ACADEMY 
Church Balk, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. DN3 2PP 
 
Phone:  01302 884465      Fax:  01302 890623                                                                                                                                                    
E-mail:  enquiries@cpa.dsat.education 
Headteacher: Mrs A. Navas   Chair of Governors: Mr C. Mitchell 

 

 

 
 

   
Christian values are at our heart: endurance, compassion, thankfulness, forgiveness, justice & hope. 

 

transition that children can access whether they are in school or working at home. Please be assured 
that our staff are passing detailed information to on to the staff at Hungerhill so that all the 
necessary information regarding your child, their learning and well-being is being passed on in 
exactly the same way as we would always do.  
 
As our plans for June 1st and beyond develop over the next week or so, we will contact you regularly 
with information. If you have any queries or concerns please feel welcome to ring or e mail school. I 
will be happy to speak to you personally.  
 
Take care everyone- stay safe. 
Mrs Navas 


