
Academisation with the Diocese of Sheffield Academies Trust 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: If the school converts would the Academy have a new name? 

A: Yes, it is proposed that the new Academy would be called Canon Popham CofE Primary Academy. 

Q. Will there be a new uniform? 

A. There are no plans to change the uniform.  

Q: Would the new Academy be making any changes to timings of the school day? 

A: No, the new Academy would have the same arrangements for timings of the school day as the 

current arrangements for Canon Popham CE Primary & Nursery. 

Q: How will the school finances be affected as an Academy? 

A: The funding used to come from the Local Authority, but as an Academy it will come from the 

Education Funding & Skills Agency to the Trust who will then pass the funds onto the Academy 

minus a small top slice. The Trust top slice is the lowest of any academy trust nationally and lower 

than that currently taken by the Local Authority so the new Academy will be no worse off than it is 

now in terms of finances. 

Q: What are the admissions arrangements?  

A. Admission of pupils would be in accordance with both the School Admissions Code of Practice and 

the current arrangements for Canon Popham CE Primary & Nursery. 

Q. Will children who are currently at Canon Popham CE Primary & Nursery have to apply for the 

new Academy? 

A. No, children who are currently on roll at the school will automatically transfer over to the new 

Academy if the proposal goes ahead. Any child that is been offered a place at Canon Popham CE 

Primary & Nursery for September 2018 would also automatically transfer over. 

Q. What will change if Canon Popham CE Primary & Nursery becomes an Academy? 

A. Most pupils and parents will not notice any change. Becoming an Academy gives the school more 

freedom to make decisions about the best way to provide an outstanding education for the pupils. If 

any major changes are planned, there will be a consultation with those affected before making any 

final decision.  

Q. As the Diocese of Sheffield Academies Trust are taking on more schools, including failing 

schools, will you take the best teachers from our school? 

A. No – it’s about sharing best practice across the Trust at all levels. 

Q. How will parents views be taken to the local governing body? 

A. As they are now. The local governing body will have parental representation. 

 

 

 



Q. How does the Local Authority help? 

A. The Local Authority will no longer be directly involved in the school. The school is completely in 

control of the process to convert to Academy status and it is a choice that the Governing Body have 

made, not the Local Authority. In future, it will be the choice of the Academy as to whether they 

wish to buy back some of the Local Authority services if they are judged to be value for money. 

Q. With the change of roles of governors and the Head teacher, what powers and responsibilities 

will they have? 

A. The Headteacher powers and responsibilities remain largely unchanged. The Governing Body will 

become a Local Governing Body and there will be minor changes to the powers that they would 

have; all of this is defined within Schemes of Delegation. The Diocese of Sheffield Academies Trust 

(DSAT) may be a multi-academy trust, but they believe leadership of the local school should lie with 

Governors - DSAT believes in empowering, strong, effective LOCAL governance. Provided Governors 

work to strong lines of accountability and deliver high standards of education, and provided DSAT 

are covering their statutory duties, they will want a Local Governing Body governing the school. 

Under the Trust scheme of delegation DSAT are totally involved, but schools have autonomy. 

Q. Why is consultation happening now after the Academy Order has been issued? 

A. The Academy Order received by the governors is an enabler to conversion only, not a final 

decision to convert. The process, as defined by the Department of Education, permits consultation 

to happen either before or after the Academy Order has been issued.  

 


