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Year 1 End of Year Writing 

Expectations

• Write clearly demarcated sentences.

• Use ‘and’ to join ideas. 

• Use conjunctions to join sentences (e.g. so, but).

• Use standard forms of verbs, e.g. go/went.

• Evidence of capital letters, full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks.

• Capital letters for names and personal pronoun ‘I’.

• Clearly sequenced sentences (as introduction to 
paragraphs).

• Correct formation of lower case – neat print. 

• Correct formation of capital letters. 

• Correct formation of digits.



Year 2 End of Year Writing 

Expectations
 Write different kinds of sentence: statement, question, 

exclamation, command. 

 Use expanded noun phrases to add description and 
specification. 

 Write using subordination (when, if, that, because).

 Correct and consistent use of present tense and past tense. 

 Correct use of verb tenses. 

 Correct and consistent use of capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and exclamation marks. 

 Commas in a list. 

 Apostrophe (omission). 

 Introduction of speech marks. 

 Write under headings (as introduction to paragraphs).

 Evidence of diagonal and horizontal strokes to join.



What we do at Canon Popham 

to teach spelling

 We also teach spellings through RWI applying graphemes 

to the phonemes they have learned.

 We ‘segment’ words to spell. Cat = c-a-t

 We teach children to spell ‘tricky’ words, words that 

cannot be segmented to spell such as I, so, the, was.

 We teach spelling through daily handwriting in KS1.  

This helps children improve handwriting through 

learning spellings. 



Spelling 

 We focus on pure sounds not letter names.

For example:

e is sounded as ‘eh’ not ‘eee’

f is sounded as ‘ffff’ not ‘eff’

This has a huge impact on their spelling. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

 Once the children are happy using the sounds they can 
begin to build words within their reading and writing. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Phonics in KS1

 Most children will be onto Set 2 and Set 3 phonemes. 

These include the spelling of compound words 

(lunchbox) and alternative spellings for main digraphs. 

E.g.. ai can be spelt ay, a-e,  eigh, etc. 

 Most of Y2 is consolidating all phonemes learned 

through the RWI programme as well as moving onto 

spelling patterns such as suffixes and prefixes. 



Progression of Punctuation 

through KS1. 

 In Year 1, children are expected to add a full stop to 

their sentences , add capital letters at beginning of their 

sentences. They are also expected to use capital letter 

for the pronoun I. They are beginning to use question 

marks. 

 In Year 2, children are taught to use question marks, 

exclamation marks, commas and speech marks. 

 At Canon Popham, we have daily writing lessons that is 

topic-led. Phonics is taught every day too. 



Grammar in Y1

 To reread own writing and check whether it makes 

sense.

 To expect reading to make sense and check if it does 

not.

 To read aloud with pace and expression appropriate to 

the grammar , e.g. pausing at full stops, raising voice 

for questions

 To use “and” to join 2 simple sentences.



Grammar in Y2
 To read aloud with intonation and expression appropriate to the 

grammar and punctuation (sentences, speech marks, commas, 
exclamation  marks)

 To reread own writing to check for grammatical sense (cohesion) 
and accuracy (agreement) – identify errors and suggest alternative 
constructions.

 To understand the need for grammatical agreement, matching 
verbs to nouns/pronouns, e.g. I am; the children are; 

 To use simple gender forms, e.g. his/her correctly

 To use standard forms of verbs in speaking and writing, e.g. 
catch/caught, see/saw, go/went and to use the past tense 
consistently for narration

 To use a greater variety of connectives to join 2 sentences

 To understand and use the terms “noun”, “adjective” and “verb”

 To turn statements into questions, learning a range of “wh” words, 
typically used to open questions: what, where, when, who, and to 
add question marks.



Up-levelling

With our new marking policy in school, children are given 

time each day to ‘up-level’ or improve on their writing 

from the previous day.

For example ‘The cat went along the wall.’ The teacher 

will tell the child to ‘up-level’ this sentence by adding 

more powerful or interesting words. 

‘The fluffy, ginger cat crept along the high wall’

It might be a much simpler up-levelling task such as ‘add 

your missing full stops’ or ‘put in your capital letters’. 



How to help your child at 

home

 Build a climate of words at home.

 Let children see you write often.

 Be as helpful as you can in helping them write.

 Provide a suitable place for children to write.

 Give your child, and encourage others to give, the gifts 
associated with writing.

 Encourage frequent writing.

 Share letters from friends and relatives.

 Encourage your child to write for information.

 Be alert to occasions when your child can be involved in 
writing.


